United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3-1 450 

WWW.llSptD.gOV 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/930,039 



22879 



08/14/2001 



Stuart D. Asakawa 



7590 10/19/2004 

HEWLETT PACKARD COMPANY 
P O BOX 272400, 3404 E. HARMONY ROAD 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ADMINISTRATION 
FORT COLLINS, CO 80527-2400 



10007920-1 



1188 



EXAMINER 



AMINZAY, SHAIMA Q 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2684 

DATE MAILED: 10/19/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Annliration No 

09/930,039 


Ani-v|if»ant/c\ 
r\fj fJ 1 1 l#d 1 1 l\9 ) 

ASAKAWA, STUART D. 


Examiner 

Shaima Q. Aminzay 


Art Unit 

2684 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )E] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 July 2004 . 
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Art Unit: 2684 

Detailed Action 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



♦ The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 



1. Claims 5, 10, 15, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 , 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being as being unpatentable over Sorensen U. S. Publication Number 
20020061009 and in view of Carlson U. S. Publication 20020071416. 



Regarding Claim 5, Sorensen teaches a method for forming a wireless 
network (see for example, Figure 7, paragraph [0053], and lines 1-4) comprising: 
(a) broadcasting a network invitation signal to a potential member of the wireless 
network that are within a range of the wireless network (see for example, 
paragraph [0032], lines 1-4, and [0033], lines 1-6); and, (b) upon a potential 
member of the wireless network responding affirmatively to join the wireless 
network (see for example, paragraph [0033], lines 6-12), performing the 
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following: (b.1) obtaining identification information from the potential member 
(see for example, paragraph [0033], lines 3-6), and (b.2) including the potential 
member within the wireless network (see for example, paragraph [0033], lines 6- 
12). 

However, Sorensen does not specifically teach that upon the wireless network 
losing contact with potential member, excluding the potential member from the 
wireless network. 

Carlson teaches losing contact and excluding from the wireless network, (see 
for example, paragraph [0057], lines 1-16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to combine Carlson's wireless access with Sorensen's 
wireless network establishing connections (see for example, paragraph [0032], 
lines 1-4) to provide a wireless system with unlimited service "geographically 
(i.e., the cell phone may only operate in certain zones, areas of coverage that 
can be limited by city, state or country)" and to increase the range of access 
devices (Carlson, paragraph [0008], lines 1-5, and paragraph [0010], lines 1-10). 

Regarding claims 10, and 15, Sorensen teaches a storage media which when 
executed on a computing device (see for example, paragraph [0066], lines 1-12), 
and a method by which a potential member interacts with a wireless network (see 
for example, paragraph [0033], lines 2-12), the method comprising the following: 
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(a) upon the potential member receiving a broadcast network invitation signal to 
join the wireless network (see for example, paragraph [0033], lines 1-12) 
performing the following by the potential member: (a.1) when the potential 
member wishes to join the wireless network (see for example, paragraph [0033], 
lines 1-3), performing the following: responding affirmatively to the broadcast 
network invitation signal to join the wireless network (see for example, paragraph 
[0033], lines 10-12), and providing identification information to the wireless 
network in response to a request for the identification information (see for 
example, paragraph [0033], lines 6-8), and (a. 2) when the potential member does 
not wish to join the wireless network (see for example, paragraph [0052], lines 1- 
7), performing the following: responding negatively to the broadcast network 
invitation signal to join the wireless network (see for example, paragraph [0052], 
lines 1-7). 

However, Sorensen does not specifically teach losing contact and excluding 
from the wireless network. 

Carlson teaches losing contact and excluding from the wireless network, (see 
for example, paragraph [0057], lines 1-16) - 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to combine Carlson's wireless access with Sorensen's 
wireless network establishing connections (see for example, paragraph [0032], 
lines 1-4) to provide a wireless system with unlimited service "geographically 
(i.e., the cell phone may only operate in certain zones, areas of coverage that* 
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can be limited by city, state or country)" and to increase the range of access 
devices (Carlson, paragraph [0008], lines 1-5, and paragraph [0010], lines 1-10) 

Regarding claim 17, Sorensen and Carlson teach claim 5, and further, 
Sorensen teaches a second potential member of the wireless network 
responding negatively to join the wireless network, excluding the second 
potential member from the wireless network (see for example, paragraph [0052], 
lines 1-7). 

Regarding claims 18, 20, and 22, Sorensen and Carlson teach claims 5, 10, 
1 5, and further, Sorensen teaches potential members of the wireless network 
include users with one of the following devices: a personal digital assistant; a 
notebook computer; a cellular phone; a pager (see for example, paragraph 
[0002], lines 1-4, and [0032], lines 1-4). 

Regarding claims 19, 21, and 23, Sorensen and Carlson teach claims 5, 10, 
15, and further, Sorensen teaches the range of the wireless network includes 
public, and private networks (see for example, paragraph [0023], lines 1-8, for 
example that can include store site; a sports stadium; a sports pavilion; a 
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museum; a tourist site; a university; a school; an apartment complex; a home; a 
manufacturing location; a research site, and etc.). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, and 16 are allowed. 



Respond to Argument 

3. Upon updating the search, newly discovered references are found to be 
appropriate to reject claims 5, 10, 15, and 17-23. 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. See PTO-892 form. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Shaima Q. Aminzay whose telephone number 
is 703-305-8723. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM -5:00 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 703-308-7745. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). . ________ _ _ . . _ _ 
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